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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, CA 

SUBJECT: MORIN TO PRESENT SOVEREIGNTY-ASSOCIATION FORMULA 
TO PQ CABINET 

1 . IN RECENT INTERVIEW WITH MONTREAL'S LE DEVOIR, MINISTER 

OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS CLAUDE MORIN REVEALED THAT HE 
WILL SUBMIT A CONCRETE "SOVEREIGNTY-ASSOCIATION" PROPOSAL 
TO THE PROVINCIAL CABINET AT A CLOSED MEETING JANUARY 27 
-28. THE CABINET WILL AT THE SAME TIME CONSIDER A SCHEDULE 
OF EVENTS LEADING TO THE REFERENDUM, WHICH ACCORDING TO 
MOST OBSERVERS WILL BE HELD IN THE SPRING OF 1979. 

2. MORIN REFUSED TO GO INTO ANY DETAIL REGARDING THE 
NATURE OF THE PROPOSAL HE WILL MAKE. A TASK FORCE UNDER 
DEPUTY MINISTER BERNARD BONIN. A CAREER CIVIL SERVANT, 

HAS BEEN CONSIDERING FOUR BROAD PROPOSALS (SEE 1977 QUEBEC 
0307) BUT WE HAVE OF YET NO INDICATION WHICH OPTION OR COM- 
BINATION OF OPTIONS HAS BEEN SELECTED. MORIN ALSO CONTINUED 
HIS ON-GOING CAT AND MOUSE GAME WITH OTTAWA REGARDING 
POSSIBLE ELECTION AND REFERENDUM DATES. REACTING TO PRIME MIN- 
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ISTER TRUDEAU'S RECENT SUGGESTION THAT HE MIGHT HOLD OFF 
FEDERAL ELECTIONS UNTIL AFTER QUEBEC'S REFERENDUM VOTE, 

MORIN AFFIRMED THAT THE REFERENDUM WOULD NOT TAKE PLACE 
UNTIL AFTER FEDERAL ELECTIONS. 

3. COMMENT: THERE IS SPECULATION HERE THAT MORIN FAVORS 
A BROAD ASSOCIATION WITH CANADA ON ECONOMIC MATTERS, IN 
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PARTICULAR COMMON TARIFFS, A COMMON CURRENCY, AND CLOSE 
COOPERATION ON FISCAL MATTERS. THIS POSITION IS CONSIDERABLY 
MORE MODERATE, WE SUSPECT, THAN THAT OF OTHER PQ CABINET 
MEMBERS AND IS LIKELY TO BE THE SUBJECT OF HOT DEBATE AT 
TOP LEVELS OF THE PARTY OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. IT IS 
UNLIKELY THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE IN A POSITION TO 
ANNOUNCE THE PRINCIPAL FEATURES OF THE SOVEREIGNTY-ASSOCIATION 
PLAN BEFORE LATE APRIL OR MAY, BY WHICH TIME THE PROPOSED 
REFERENDUM LAW WILL HAVE BEEN PASSED AND THE REFERENDUM 
CAMPAIGN CAN BEGIN IN EARNEST. THIS WILL ALSO COINCIDE, 

OF COURSE, WITH WHAT MAY WELL BE THE OPENING OF THE FEDERAL 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN, WHICH WILL PRESUMABLY NOT START UNTIL 
AFTER THE PROVINCIAL LIBERAL PARTY LEADERSHIP CONVENTION IN 
MIS-APRIL. BOSWELL 
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